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     In the early hours of the morning of September 23, 2014, the American Ministry of Defense an-

nounced that the United States, together with its allies started to conduct military operations against 

targets of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), in various towns of Syria, It stated that attacks are 

being carried out, through air strikes and using long range “Tomahawk” missiles. According to the 

Pentagon, the strikes come as part of the strategy to degrade and ultimately eliminate ISIS.

     Until now, the strikes hit tens of ISIS sites in Raqqa, the province of Aleppo and Deir Ezzor and 

Hasakeh. They also targeted command centers for other groups such as Al-Nousra Front, in the Idlib 

province. Other unconfirmed reports indicate that command centers of the Ahrar Sham brigades in 

Idlib may have been hit as well. In particular, missiles bearing the serial numbers (0001, 0002, 0003, 

0004) hit the command center of the Al-Nusra Front’s command center in Kafrderian village in Idlib. 

The attack resulted in the death of fifteen persons, most of them civilians, including a number of 

children. The following children have been identified among the casualties: Safa Mouhana Barakat, 

Zeinab Mouhana Barakat, and Mahmoud Jouma’a Mouaz. Other civilians have been wounded in the 

attack, including among many families that had been displaced from the town of Mou’ara, as a result 

of the Syrian regime’s earlier attacks.

     The Violations Documentation Center in Syria (VDC) affirms that the military operations that are 

carried out by the countries participating in the so-called “International Coalition against ISIS” must 

uphold international humanitarian law, as applying on international armed conflicts, including the 

Geneva Convention of 1949, as well as the Additional Geneva Protocols I and II of 1977, which all 

codify customary international humanitarian law. In particular, the VDC stresses that the countries 

participating in the so called “International Coalition against ISIS” must abide by their international 

obligations to refrain from targeting civilians; to avoid indiscriminate attacks, and to refrain from us-

ing weapons that cause unnecessary suffering. The VDC further affirms that the Coalition forces must 

abide by their duties to take every precaution to avoid targeting civilians, carrying out indiscriminate 

attacks or causing excessive and unnecessary suffering.

      From the start of the Syrian revolution, the civilian population has sustained the largest casualties 

in Syria, as it was systematically targeted by the Syrian regime. The VDC has already documented the 

names of more than 75,000 civilians whose death was directly caused by the Syrian regime’s forces. 

The present air strikes against those groups raise concerns that civilians may also pay a heavy price, 

as such groups establish command centers in civilian areas, in various Syrian towns and villages. Fur-

thermore, a number of the command centers have been converted by those groups to become deten-
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tion centers. Thousands of inmates and persons who have been kidnapped, including many activists 

and journalists are now detained in such centers. Those groups also control installations containing 

dangerous materials, including the Conoco gas plant, in the Khasham village near Dei Ezzor. This 

plant contains one of the largest ISIS centers. If its gas stocks are hit, this may cause enormous de-

struction as well as an environmental hazard of incalculable proportions.

     The VDC warns all parties to the conflict, including the so-called International Coalition against 

ISIS to refrain at all times from targeting civilians or civilian objects; and to avoid civilians totally, as 

required by the Geneva Conventions of 1949, the Geneva Protocols I and II, as well as the customary 

rules of international humanitarian law. It calls upon the United Nations Security Council to be seized 

of this matter urgently, to propose a durable solution which would halt the indiscriminate targeting of 

civilians in Syria, and to refer the situation of Syria to the International Criminal Court.

Remains of the Missile that Targeted Kafrderian Village in Idlib:



Violations Documentation
 Center in Syria

Violations Documentation Center in Syria

An Image of Mahmoud Jumaa Moaz, his mother's name is Ramzieh, a little 
child who was martyred by the Coalition air strikes on Syria:
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